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Meet our new Director of Music! 

Last year at this time, I sent a 
Messenger article to you that 
included emergency prepared-
ness procedures at three levels; 
personal, special needs, and 
congregational. These instruc-
tions were meant to offer infor-
mation for planning before an 
event occurred. Additional infor-
mation is available at http://
COJ.net/hurricanepreparedness. 

This year, I would like to offer 
information that I obtained from 
(United Methodist Committee on 
Relief) UMCOR that focuses on 
what we can do to help people 
who have been adversely affect-
ed by storms. As the humanitari-
an relief and development arm of 
The United Methodist Church, 
UMCOR assists United Method-
ists and churches to become 
involved locally and globally in 
direct ministry to persons in 
need. The UMCOR website of-
fers considerable information for 
congregations to work together 
in making kits of supplies that 
can help survivors. These kits 
include cleaning kits, school kits 

and hygiene kits.  In states 
such as Texas, Arkansas, Loui-
siana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Georgia and Florida, disaster 
preparedness training 
equipped conferences and 
churches to respond effectively 
to tornadoes and flooding. Soli-
darity grants were awarded, 
Early Response Teams and 
relief supply distribution were 
deployed, case management is 
underway and assessments for 
recovery efforts are ongoing.  
 
A few years ago, we collected 
supplies for cleaning kits that 
were distributed through 
UMCOR to help those affected 
by hurricanes in the Southeast. 
Now might be a great time to 
consider making several addi-
tional kits. I am posting a list of 
supplies that are needed for 
the hygiene kits (UMCOR).  
If you would like to make a do-
nation, please make your 
check out to First UMC and 
identify “UMCOR” as the recipi-
ent. We will send a check on 
your behalf to UMCOR. 
 
Hygiene Kit Materials 
 
One cotton hand towel (15 x 25 

–17 x 27 inches) 
One cotton washcloth 
One comb (min. 6’’) 
One toenail or fingernail clipper 
Soap (3 oz. bar or larger, no Ivory or 
Jergen's soap) 

One adult toothbrush 
Personal advertising not acceptable 
10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inch-
es) 
One one-gallon size re-sealable bag 

Assembly Directions 
Lay hand towel flat on a table. 
Lay the washcloth in the center of 
the hand towel. 
Place all remaining items on top of 
the washcloth (except the plastic 
bag). Fold the sides of the hand tow-
el to cover the items. Grasp the bun-
dle tightly and roll over the remain-
der of the towel. Place the tightly 
rolled bundle in the plastic bag, re-
move air, and seal. 

Important Notes 
All items must be new. Do not wash 
any of the items as they will no long-
er be considered new. 

Do not include any personal notes, 
money or additional materials in the 
kits. Contents of kits or the contain-

Parish Nurse: “After the Storm”

Fredricka H. Taylor, a native of 
Washington, DC, raised in the 
Tidewater area of Virginia, is First 
United Methodist’s new Director 
of Music/Organist. First and 
Foremost, Mrs. Taylor would like 
you to know, that she is a child of 
the “King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords”, and takes all of her guid-
ance from the Lord . She doesn’t 
take his “Awesome Blessings” for 
granted!” Music is her “Passion” 
and it resonates from the top of 
her head to the bottom of her 
feet. She served churches in 

Washington, DC and Maryland 
before relocating to Florida. She 
studied music at Morris College in 
Sumter, SC. She and her hus-
band Godfrey , a retired AME min-
ister have lived in Florida for the 
last twenty years. She has one 
daughter Tanya (husband Willie) , 
and her pride and joy is her 
grandson Willie III (Woody) who 
keeps her young and always on 
her toes. 
“TO GOD BE THE GLORY FOR 
ALL THE THINGS HE HAS DONE 
AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO!” 

As we move from summer 
break into the new sea-
son the  Team One Youth 
Group looks forward to 
expanding our ministry! 
We will focus on building 

a community based on faith.  

Looking forward Team One will start a new 
weekly small group and embark on a number of 

ers of kits should not be imprint-
ed with cartoon characters, ad-
vertisements, religious, patriotic, 
military or camouflage symbols. 
 
Packing Instructions 
Complete two packing lists, one 
for the box and one for your rec-
ords. Place the shipping label/
packing list on the outside of the 
box. Please send a check to 
UMCOR for the total amount of 
hygiene kits times $2 per kit for 
the cost of toothpaste and ship-
ping. One check may be written 
for all of the kits. 

UMCOR Supply Kits help to care 
for the most vulnerable people 
during times of crisis. They also 
help to sustain everyday life by 
providing basic necessities to 
people who lack ready access to 
essential supplies. By donating 
hygiene kit supplies or financial 
gifts to purchase the supplies, you 
make a direct, tangible difference 
in sustaining people's lives.   
 
Let’s set a date of August 1 for 
collection and completion of 10 
hygiene kits. Please contact me 
with your thoughts and ideas. 

Pray for the safety of the entire 
community during this storm sea-
son. 
 
Compelled by Christ 
Let your light shine before oth-
ers, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven.                     
                               Matthew 5:16 
 
Be well, do good, 
Nancy O’Rourke  
RN, MSN, EdD 
Parish Nurse 
 

Parish Nurse: “After the Storm”cont’d 

Financial Fitness Update 
                                              Budgeted YTD  Actual YTD 
Pledges    $   55,000.00  $   53,198.00  
Other Budgeted Income  $   31,380.00               $   30,841.00  

different acts of service , and other projects. We are also 
planning other group bounding activities. 

Manna bags/Rainy day supplies July 1 
Social party event (working) July 9 
Water park trip July 27 
Back 2 School Lock-In August 10 
YouthQuake September 6 
Cozy Drive October 6 
District Youth Retreat November  

 
Dear Pastor Tiffany and our First Church Family 

  
You've blessed us oh so graciously across these many years; 

And once again you've shown your love and brought us joyful tears. 
The service - the reception - the decorations great! 

And the display upon the walls we think it all first rate. 
  

The gifts - the checks - the program plans -  
the music touched our soul; 

The food - the ACTS of kindness too just made us feel so whole! 
This move has been a challenge - we'll miss each one of you; 

Yet thank our God thru Jesus Christ - your love is just true blue. 
  

Attendance stirred our minds and hearts and made us feel your love; 
You've blessed us in so many ways - your spirit like a dove; 
We saw revealed in every face your gift of love and grace; 
Our heart felt thanks we offer you as we the future face. 

  
Blessings and Love, 
Kim, Mary and Dick 

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
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Ministry in Motion 

Reflecting on the last couple of 

months we have accomplished so 

much! We welcomed our new 

Director of Music, Mrs. Fredricka 

Taylor, and our new Pastoral In-

tern, Mr. Co’Relous Bryant. If you 

haven’t had the chance yet, 

please take a moment to meet 

them,  say hello, send a card, and 

extend a warm welcome! 

On June 2, 2019 we came to-

gether in a townhall meeting to 

review a successful year in minis-

try. I would like to thank all of you 

for your participation and time. 

We opened our meeting with tes-

timonies of blessings and chal-

lenges, and I was pleased to hear 

your affirmations, joys, and con-

cerns. As your newly appointed 

Pastor it is important to me that 

we always keep the lines of com-

munication open. We are working 

hard on improving our church 

communication across all chan-

nels. Please let us know how we 

can best communicate with you. 

We also explored the vitality met-

rics which define the characteris-

tics of a vital church. We recog-

nize that we have yet to meet the 

mark and identified three key are-

as of improvement. 

 Reaffirmations of Faith: 1% 
of average worship attend-
ance or one, whichever is 
greater 

 Children and Youth: 20% of 

average worship attendance 
(10% each) 

 First-time Guests: First time 
guests in a year should equal 
your average worship attend-
ance 

 Community Impact: average 
worship attendance equals 
1% or more of the population 
in an eight-minute-drive-time 
around your church 
 

In the weeks to come, our AMO 
team will be working on ministry 
maps to follow up on implement-
ing a strategy and system that 
produces vitality in the above are-
as. 

Annual Conference Update: This 

year, pastors and lay members 
from each United Methodist 
Church gathered for our Annual 
Conference Sessions. We wor-
shiped, adopted budgets, ordained 
pastors, elected delegates for gen-
eral conference and advanced our 
missional strategy. 

In July, our sermons will cover a 

variety of topics, rather than one 

long series or one lectionary read-

ing.  We will take a closer look at 

the life and ministry of Old Testa-

ment heroes and learn the basics 

of spiritual living and the founda-

tions of our status in Christ.  In the 

Bible, one of the fundamental traits 

that sets the heroes of faith apart 

from the villains is the ability to rely 

on God in trying circumstanc-

es.  David, Moses, Joshua, Jere-

miah, Elijah and all the prophets 

completely relied on God, even 

when things were tough. As we 

dive deeply into scripture my pray-

er is that we will all grow in faith, 

hope and love. 

Blessings, 

Pastor McCall 

Greetings from Pastor Tiffany McCall 

 School Supply Drive 

     Before we know it school will be start-
ing up again and children will need the 
basics to begin the new year.  Each year 
we support DESC by collecting neces-
sary school supplies so that the children 
they serve will be ready to learn.  Each 
year you are so generous in contributing 
to the drive led by ACTS circle.     Items 
they need:   notebook paper - both wide 
and college ruled, spiral notebooks, pencils, crayons, glue 
sticks, plastic folders, rulers, pink erasers (both for putting 
on a pencil or big pink ones). We also collect back packs so 
they have a safe place to keep their supplies. The cost of 
these supplies goes up each year and a parent who has 
several children will find it really be hard to  outfit each child. 
We will accept cash and do the shopping or you can shop 
and put the items in the baskets in the Fellowship Hall or 
the narthex.   School starts August 12, 2019 so it is time to 
start collecting! 

     THANK YOU for all you do as a congregation for the 
projects such as Easter Baskets, School Supply, Thanks-
giving baskets , etc. The families who are served are so 
appreciative of your generosity. 

Susan Russell 
ACTS Circle Chairperson 

Friendship Set To Music 
 

What is friendship set to music?  
Square Dancing!  

Are you ready to have fun, fellowship and get 
your exercise in at the same time? We are 
starting to form a group for square dance les-

sons at First United Methodist Church in the heart of downtown 
Jacksonville, FL.  Interested?  
Please contact Mary Ellen Ludeking by email via 
maryellenludeking@bellsouth.net  
or at call her on the phone at (904)363-0025.  

Looking forward to seeing you  
in a square! 

Join us after the summer break when our Wednesday Disciple 
Program returns on Wednesday, August 14, 2019 with a 
"Summer Social," a fun-filled evening of games and activities! 
 
 Mark your calendars for a new study series (presentation, video, 
discussion) beginning August 21, 2019: "Unshakable Hope" by 
Rev. Max Lucado. Sessions will include “You Are Stamped with 
God's Image,” “God Will Win the Victory,” “You Are an Heir of 
God,” and “Your Prayers Have Power.” On Mission Together! 
 

Everybody is invited! Let’s grow together in Christ! 

Wednesday Program 


