
 

 

 

with the FUMC  Family… 
2020, V. 12 

Stay connected each month by sharing and 
reading about events and activities among our 
members. What are you doing? What is coming up 
in your life? Let us know and we will add it. Have 
some fun. Please email Ruth: rswoo99@yahoo.com 
or give her a call.  

 

WISDOM OF OLD 

We invited you to submit words of wisdom handed down to you to share 
with us. Mary Ellen offered some words from her father. Since our last 
edition, two of our staff have submitted some wisdom to add to the pile.  
We also present the contributions from Hugh and Micha. 

 
 

Mary Ellen reflects on wisdom from her father, Jacob F. Denk, Jr. (1925-2015):  
 

My father was a man of few words but his actions spoke and modelled 

behavior.  There were many examples but here are two of them: 

When my dad served in Pearl Harbor after the war started, when he had 

shore leave to California, he would clean and wrap the wounds of his 

elderly diabetic aunt. This reminds me of Matt 25:36 (I was sick and you 

took care of me.) 

My father would always say a kind word to people.  Every time he would 

pull into a toll booth to give the toll fee, he would say something kind to 

the person collecting it. As we pulled away, my father would say to us: “Always say something 

kind to the people you meet; you never know what they are going through that day.”  This 

reminds me of 1Thess 5:11 (Encourage one another and build each other up.) 

 

These are the things I remember when I think of him on Veterans Day and everyday. 

 



Members and staff are still welcome to submit information and pictures about 
their pets and gardens as well as any recent or upcoming activities or travels. 
Please email the information to Ruth: rswoo99@yahoo.com and we will include it  
in an upcoming edition.

 
From Hugh (the wisdom that he gave): 

 

• If you have to ask yourself or someone else if what you are about to do is ok, then it probably 

isn’t. 

•  Always tell the truth, then you won’t have to remember what you said. 

• The sorriest reason you can give for your actions is ”Well, everybody else was doing it.” 

• A person’s word is precious. If people know that they can rely on what you say, you have great 

advantage in both personal and business matters. 

•  Sincerity is the key to success. When you can fake that, you’ve got it made. 

 

From Micha: 

As a German immigrant who's had to make a new home away from home for the past 17 years, the 

separation from my home country and culture has given me a new sense of clarity in regard to my 

upbringing. The Rhineland where I was born and grew up is often considered the "Mediterranean" 

of Germany. The Rhenish people are tidy, punctual, efficient, and straightforward but they are also 

gregarious, outgoing, and open-minded, combining a love for adventure with a strong sense of 

home and tradition. When Konrad Beikirchner moved to the Rhineland and fell in love with it, he 

put together a collection of sayings that define the people of the area into what is now known as 

the "Rhenish Constitution” (translated): 
 
1: It is what it is. - Face the facts. 
 
2: What will be will be. - Sometimes, fate will decide without your input. 
 
3: Things will work out somehow. - Things may look bad but there's hope. 
 
4: What's gone is gone. - Don't focus on mourning the past. 
 
5: Nothing remains the same forever. - Be open to new things. 
 
6: No big deal.-  Remain tolerant, keep your cool. 
 
7: Be good but not too often - Value quality over quantity. 
 
8: Every fool is different, we are crazy in different ways, and we're all crazy anyway. 
Be tolerant - we're all in this together and we're all a bit crazy in different ways. 
 
9: Come and have a drink with me. - Be hospitable. 
 
10: Laugh until you die. A healthy sense of humor is important to get through life. 
 
11: If you don't get there today, you get there tomorrow. Relax - no need to rush, Take your time. 
 
12: Stay true to yourself - Don't bend and change to pressure.  
 
13: Most importantly, your heart is good/doing well. - It's what's in your heart that counts. 
 

  



Members and staff are still welcome to submit information and pictures about 
their pets and gardens as well as any recent or upcoming activities or travels. 
Please email the information to Ruth: rswoo99@yahoo.com and we will include it  
in an upcoming edition.

“Grand Dame” Oweta was the Mother of the Groom 
for his wedding on Saturday, Octover 17th, in 
Nashville, Tennessee.  Looking good, Oweta! 

Bride (Melika) and 
Groom (Wesley) 

Oweta with 
grandson, Nijel; 
Son, Wesley; and 
granddaughter, 
Jenae. 

Pinedale Elementary School students and staff were the recipients of 
544 handmade and 200 paper masks and 31 containers of disinfectant 
wipes, led by members of FUMC and people at the Fortuna Senior 
Center. Ten people from four churches and two senior centers 
participated in the crafting project; they also accepted donations of 
cleaning supplies. 

 
 
 

 

Joyce Crutcher and Ruth helping 

Irene Corrigan 

Mary Murnin and Kitty The A-Team making sock masks. 


