
 

 

 

 

 

with the FUMC  Family… 
2020, V. 13 

Stay connected each month by sharing and 
reading about events and activities among our 
members. What are you doing? What is coming up 
in your life? Let us know and we will add it. Have 
some fun. Please email Ruth: rswoo99@yahoo.com 
or give her a call.  

 
MEMBERS OF THE MONTH: Doug and Tanya Tillett 

 
From Doug: I first came to FUMC in the summer of 1968, when my family moved from the Miami 
area where I grew up. We attended Wesley Methodist in Coral Gables.  My parents loved Wesley 
and especially the pastor, Dr. Richard Blanchard. It happened that the week we moved to 
Jacksonville, our family found out that the “new” pastor moving to First United Methodist Church, 
Jacksonville was none other than Dick Blanchard, that legendary pastor from years ago in Miami. We 
took it as direction from God that we were supposed to start going to First United Methodist.  His 
preaching was divine, inspired, motivational. The youth group was large and fun, with a 40 voice 
Youth Choir,  sessions, snack suppers, and Sunday evening youth socials. It was a gift to me, as a  kid 
starting school in a new city to have this fantastic church to attend. I learned the way I should 
behave (although I wasn’t successful all the time) and that I should be as good of a person as I can, 
every day. Still today, I’m so glad that our family came to FUMC. 
     I try to be a friendly person to everyone. Also, I like to 
be funny. I enjoy speaking with folks and addressing 
groups. I got an important lesson from Dewey Sikes, our 
head usher, when I was going to be the liturgist.  “No 
jokes,” he said, totally serious. He was right.  
Most of the church members do not know that I am a big 
fan of rock and roll music. I  have several hundred vinyl 
albums, without a working turntable now. I love radio and 
listen whenever I can. I love to go to live performances 
and I like it when I can get right in front of the stage, so I 
can “feel” the songs as the waves of music strike me. My wife, Tanya, gave me sonically tuned 
earplugs that allow all frequencies through to my ears but just at a lower decibel range, so the 
shows aren’t so deafening. What a smart wife I have.  
Some of my church family know that I am a long distance runner. I’ve been running the roads for 
decades and I’m glad that my body hasn’t given out yet. My favorite event is a big race here--the 
Gate River Run where we have thousands of runners. I especially like the way that the course goes 
within a block of our church, and that I’m able to see our building, for just a glimpse, as we turn off 
Newnan Street. I think of the Apostle Paul, writing in Hebrews, saying “let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us.” How true it is. 



Members and staff are still welcome to submit information and pictures about 
their pets and gardens as well as any recent or upcoming activities or travels. 
Please email the information to Ruth: rswoo99@yahoo.com and we will include it  
in an upcoming edition.

 

 Tanya and I were introduced at a luncheon and I liked her right away and she thought I was funny. 

The next month, she was at the same luncheon; I had gotten her email address, and asked her out 

to Friday night dinner. We talked a lot and then met up the next day for Saturday lunch. After that, 

our relationship became very regular, we fell in love, and we married on Oct 28, 2017. We live in a 

house on Boone Park Avenue and can practically see the spot where we got married from the front 

yard.  

Tanya graduated from Clemson University and then from Florida Atlantic University. She is an 

architect drawing plans for commercial buildings such as medical offices, military structures, frozen 

storage warehouses, and food processing plants. Her designs are functional, yet uniquely attractive 

and imaginative.  

When she’s not working, Tanya runs for fitness; she was sidelined from running this summer 

because she broke her foot when she fell off the curb in front of our house. It took months to heal 

but she has begun running again, short distances.  

She likes to go to our church whenever she is able. Like me, she thinks our sanctuary is a beautiful 

and holy place. 

 
Gingerbread Church 

As part of a display representing the Cathedral District Jacksonville (CDJ) churches at the Jacksonville 
Historical society’s “18th Annual Gingerbread Extravaganza” fundraiser with a large number of 
creations displayed at Old St. Andrew’s Church (317 A. Philip Randolph Blvd.) our church is 
participating. Ruth is coordinating the CDJ project, and specifically making  FUMC in gingerbread 
along with the aid of her helper, Jon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit is open December 1 – December 27:  

Tuesdays – For Seniors/Health Cautious (no children): 11am-4pm 

Wednesdays – Saturdays:11am to 5pm 

Sundays: Noon to 5pm; Closed Mondays and December 24-25 
 

Request tickets on their website: jaxhistory.org 


